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Pick up an extra . . .      for Lighthouse Mission
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Resolutions and Renewal
New Year Brings Need

The New Year is here and with that comes
New Year’s Resolutions.  It is reported that
about 40 to 45 percent of American adults
make one or more resolutions a year.  It is our
resolution to let you know how thankful we are
for your support.  We deeply appreciate your
compassion for people within our community
who are in need. We could not serve this
community without you!

Many people think that the homeless do not
need our help after the holidays. The fact is
that 365 days of the year, needy people turn to
us to satisfy the agony of hunger... and to fill
the aching void deep inside.  We want to do
everything we can to meet their physical and
spiritual needs, but we can’t do it alone.

Lighthouse Mission Ministries would like to challenge you to
remember the homeless this New Year. Whether you have made a
resolution for 2009 or not, your decision to support the Mission
impacts someone’s life on a personal level; whether it is through
financial giving, volunteering, or donations of items.  All of those
avenues help in leading people to a restored life. That is why at the
beginning of 2009, we are asking you to renew your support so that
we may continue to serve people who are homeless.

For  more  in fo rmat ion

p lease contact  us at :

Lighthouse Mission Ministries

PO Box 548

910 West Holly Street

Bell ingham,  W A 98227-0548

360-733-5120

or visit our website at

www.thelighthousemission.org

Thank you!



   We handed out  nearly 1,000 Thanksgiving and
Christmas food baskets complete with a turkey and
trimmings and served 987 Thanksgiving and
Christmas dinners to needy men, women, and
children this holiday season.

We are grateful to the many individuals, churches,
and businesses that made this possible.
Remember, these dinners are only two days out of
365 days in a year. We are thankful to those who
volunteered to make these days a success, but we
are just as blessed by those who give of their time
during the rest of the year.

To find out more about volunteer opportunities, check
out the volunteer section on our website at
www.thelighthousemission.org, or contact Marky via e-
mail at lmv@inbox.com or by phone at (360) 733-
5120, ext. 107. We know you will be blessed as  you
bless others through your volunteering.

  Through the Hearts to Soles program, dozens of
local homeless men and women were blessed with
new shoes and socks on November 26, at the
Mission’s Drop-In Center. Led by Dr. Taranow, a group
of volunteers, nurses, and staff  provided
compassionate foot care for those less fortunate.
Nearly half of the socks were donated by the J.C.
Penny Company at Bellis Fair Mall.

   Our deepest gratitude to all who helped - we are
looking forward to working with you next year!

  Heart and Soles

   Bellingham Tennis Club and Fairhaven Fitness
presented Lighthouse Mission with a check for
$4,738.50 from the Sweat 24 fundraiser that took
place in November. The money was raised through
registration fees,
pledges, a silent
auction, and
individual donations.
The proceeds were
split evenly between
the Mission and the
Bellingham Food
Bank. Over 170
participants played
tennis, rode indoor
cycling bikes,
worked out, bought
items for the
auction, or made a
donation to help local people who are homeless and
hungry.
   We would like to thank Bellingham Tennis Club and
Fairhaven Fitness for the time, effort, and passion that
was put into Sweat 24! And also a big thank you goes
out to the participants and sponsors that made this
event possible. We could not serve people who are
homeless without caring individuals and groups!

   If you or your business is interested in organizing a
fundraiser for Lighthouse Mission, please contact
Susan at 671-1562.

Sweat 24 Fundraiser

   Remember - you can bring your cell
phone to the Mission to be recycled. All the
profits go to the Mission.  We also accept

ink jet cartidges.

Have an old cell phone?

Holiday Meals
January 2008 - December 2008

NIGHTS OF LODGING

Men 30,685

Women & Children 6,377

Total  37,062

MEALS

The Mission 4 8,103

Agape Home 12,486

Community Meals 41,848

Total Meals   102,437



Ronald Buchinski, Executive Director
rbuchinski@yahoo.com

J u s t  a  t h o u g h t  .  .  .

“The eternal God is thy
refuge, and underneath are

the everlasting arms...”
- Deuteronomy 33:27

   I have officiated about 10
funerals since my arrival in
Bellingham and attended
numerous others, including my
mother and my mother-in-law;
some have been happy
services, others very sad. Our
grandson, Seth, died last year
from some tragic birth defects.
Other funerals have been
Lighthouse Mission staff or
guest-related. I expect there’ll be
more funerals to attend in the
future. What’s my point? My
point is THERE IS NO
SUBSTITUTE FOR LIFE!
   First, there is no substitute for
physical life. As I get older I’ve
noticed my “genes” taking on my
ancestor’s characteristics in a
number of areas that I know
eventually, and ultimately will be
my undoing. I notice these same
traits in my children and I wish

they had a better gene pool to
draw from, but they don’t.
   Second, there is no substitute
for quality of life.  If
our child is very
sick and we take
her to a hospital,
are we content
with “just a pulse”
after their
treatment or
surgery? No. We know there is
life, and thier is L - I - F - E; a
quality of life beyond mere
existence or a pulse. We want
the best for our loved ones. We
settle for no less.
   Lastly, there is no substitute for
spiritual life.  Jesus said this life
can’t be seen or touched, but it is
a basic truth - we need a spiritual
birth as well as a physical birth.
Our spiritual life will determine our
attiudes, actions and eternal
destiny, so it is even more
important than our physical life.
This is not just a belief; it too is
L- I - F- E!
   I have yet to be at a funeral for a

spiritually alive person where there were
regrets. The old drunk, the young addict,
the parolee all wanted purpose, hope,

and Good News.  The Good
News is  that God loves us,
can deliver us from those
things that enslave us,
makes all things new, and
desires to guide us and
make His home in us has
changed the lives of more

homeless and destitute people than a
billion sandwiches, food stamps,
welfare checks, coats or blankets.
   We love our guests too much to offer
just a Band-Aid for their physical and
spiritual sores. Our message and
services because of your financial
support are united: change is possible,
assistance is possible, healing is
possible, a new life is possible. Jesus
said, “Come unto me, all who are
weary; and I will give you life.” There is
no substitute for L - I - F - E.  Thank you
for enabling us to care, to really
C - A- R- E.

“C HANGE IS POSSIBLE

ASSISTANCE IS POSSIBLE,
HEALING IS POSSIBLE,
 A NEW LIFE IS POSSIBLE.”

M Y  WINTER GIFT of  HOPE

Yes, Ron , you can count on me to help those in need this winter and throughout the year.

Here is my gift of:

Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Please accept my credit card donation: (please print)

Card Type Exp. Date /

Account #

         I am interested in learning about including Lighthouse Mission Foundation in my estate planning.
Fed. Tax ID # 91-0659437  Lighthouse Mission Ministries ~ PO Box 548, Bellingham, W A 98227 ~ (360) 733-5120

All donor information is confidential. All gifts are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.
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Memorial:
Barney Dyck
Bernice Hanson
Bertha Markstrom
Brenden Foster
Charlotte Erickson Whitney
Craig James Logghe
Daisy Manthey
David Ashton Sr.
Dorothy Brown
Ellie Baer
Elmo Nielsen
Ester Erickson
Eugene “Gene” Hoekema
Fredolph Erickson
Goldie Leenders
Harry E. Zettle
Herb Vaniman
Wes Neff
Irvin Pederson
James N. Yanke
Jason Daniel Parker

When the time comes to honor a loved one,
why not remember those who are in need. A
monetary gift to the Lighthouse Mission in
memory of your loved one who has passed
away, or in honor of a loved one, is an
appropriate way to do this. We will send a
card of notification to the family, or
individual, if requested.

September - December  2008

Ron Buchinski, Executive Director
910 West Holly Street
PO Box 548
Bellingham, WA 98227-0548
www.thelighthousemission.org
Helping the homeless since 1923
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A Tribute to:
Alice M. Kley
Amie Carr
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