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Refurbishing begins on the
Mission’s New Life Center

It has begun!

On Tuesday, June 3, 2003, we
began to tear down interior walls on
the upper level of the New Life
Center to move the rehabilitation
program that already exists at the
Mission.

 For the past few months we
have been in the process of emptying

New Life Center at 923 West Holly Street

the building.  This was the first step in
preparation of the project. This has
been no small task. We are fortunate
to have dedicated workers to help with
this. Now we have actually begun the
hands-on process of our
metamorphosis.

The new facility will include living
quarters a classroom and a computer
lab for the use of those in theMen begin moving the items in our

donation storage area.

The upstairs is cleaned up and ready
for the next phase.

rehabilitation program. Mission residents
will also have use of the classroom and
computer lab. A portion of the building
will continue to be used to store food
and clothing donations.

We hope to update you
occasionally with photos taken during
the process.



From

the

Director

PROFESSIONS OF FAITH 36

ATTENDANCE
Chapel Service 10,250
Devotions 3,035
Bible Studies 1,460

BEDS PROVIDED
The Mission  12,318
Agape Women’s Home 2,352

Total Beds 14,670

MEALS PROVIDED
The Mission 29,227
Agape Women’s Home 7,056
Community Meals 15,290

Total Meals 51,573

Your Prayerful Support Made This Possible
January - May 2003

An article in the June 6, 2003 Bellingham Herald told of
how PipeVine Inc. of San Francisco, which handled more
than $100 million a year in donations for organizations had
closed its doors and announced that it cannot pay the money
it owes several charities.

In these days of corporate scandals and mismanagement
of corporate money, you might well wonder about how ac-
countable Lighthouse Mission Ministries is with its money.

To begin with, we are accountable to God. Any indiscre-
tions will be called to judgement upon the Judgement Day.

Secondarily, we are accountable to everyone who sup-
ports the work here. Many of the donations that we receive
are a result of someone giving out of their poverty rather than
their wealth. God forbid that we ever spend this unwisely.

Thirdly, we are audited by an independent auditor each
year to be sure that our accounting procedures are the best
possible and that all funds are accounted for.

Donations to support the Mission and Agape Home don’t
go through any middle man and there is no deduction for
adminstration charges. They are processed here and used
here. You are welcome to come here at any time and see
how your donations are being used.

The Lighthouse Mission has been serving Whatcom
County for 80 years. We pray that with the grace of God, the
Mission will continue to help the less fortunate of this com-
munity in a manner that is pleasing to both God and man.

$15,000 of local
pledges lost

Today, as I write this letter my mind goes back over
thirty years that I have served God and you at the Light-
house Mission and Agape Home.  What a joy it has been
to be here and be involved with helping people!  There
can be no greater profession, occupation, calling or hobby.
I often think I am the most fortunate person in the world.

The people I have the privilege of reaching out to are
those who have, unfortunately, become the victims of one
of the most devastating diseases in the world, addiction.
The meaning of addiction is the state of being given up to
a habit such as narcotics to such an extent that it’s ces-
sation causes severe trauma.

People who come to the Mission because of addic-
tion have suffered great losses and simply have no place
else to turn.  Many have lost everything just like a man I
talked to today.  Their family is gone, their employment is
gone, their car is gone, their food is gone, their money is
gone  and their self-respect is gone.

The good news is that they can get most, or all, of it
back if they are willing to work at overcoming their addic-
tion.  Conquering an addiction is not an easy task.  Those
of us who have never been addicted to a drug, remem-
ber alcohol is also a drug, have no idea what it is like to
give it up.  We think all they have to do is stop.  Remem-
ber the anti-drug campaign of the Ronald Reagan years,
“Just Say No.”   Folks, it is just not that easy.  If you think
it is try this test.  Most of us love sugar so “Just Say No!”
Say  “I will never eat anything again that has sugar in it.”
You will understand what I am trying to convey.

Recovery,  whether it is through a secular program
or a Christian program, can be difficult but because of
those who are willing to support the  Mission and Agape
Home,  we  see individuals break the addiction that holds
them so tightly.  What a great privilege it is to see a per-
son become whole again.

That is when we see the good things start to return
to a person’s life: employment, a home, a car, family,
children, self-respect.  What joy!

So, when in my mind I look back with joy for those
who have “made it”  I say, “Thank God for them and
thank God for those of you who have made it possible.”
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o Change of address.

o  I am interested in learning more about Electronic Funds Transfers. Please send me some information.

Lighthouse Mission Ministries    P.O. Box 548    Bellingham WA 98227    (360) 733-5120

Name: ______________________________________

Address: ____________________________________

City/State/Zip: ________________________________

YES,  AL! Here is my my special gift of

$ __________  to help this summer.

You have probably heard about our
Christian Life Program here at the
Mission. It is for men who have made a
decision to follow Christ, and to make
deep and lasting changes in their lives.

These men usually have trouble let-
ting down their guard and taking risks
with other people. One of our first ob-
stacles is helping them overcome their
fears of physical harm, fears about their
health and doubts about overcoming
addiction.

Positive relationships with staff
members and fellow program partici-
pants help them overcome some of
these fears.  Maintaining good relation-
ships with local medical and mental
health agencies help too. It is comfort-
ing to know that there is someone here
to help you get the care that you need.

Having a secure building is a must.
It is especially important when female
clients come fleeing abusive relation-
ships, that they are able to feel safe.

It is important that the long-term re-
covery program have its separate space
from the transient facilities. That is one
reason that our New Life Center will
be so beneficial. The men in our pro-
gram won’t be tempted by those who
could be a bad influence.

Security issues and how they effect
those in a long-term program

The Mission and Agape Home are
“drug free zones.”  Those who use drugs
are dismissed from the program, with
the possibility to re-enter at a later date.

There is much to know about long-
term programs. We try our best to keep
informed, and to keep our staff trained
and have good attitudes.

It is our desire that everyone would
come to Christ for the rescue that they
seek. We are here for those who will
step out to accept our help. We are also
here  with a warm meal and safe bed
for those who aren’t quite ready to ac-
cept the hand up.

Recognizing the need for a Christ
-centered recovery meeting, involving
local churches as well as Mission
residents, the Mission now offers
“New Beginnings,” a newly-formed
chapter of Alcoholics Victorious.

Alcoholics Victorious is a
Christian support group for chemically
dependent persons. Believers and
non-believers are offered support,
education and encouragement during
the recovery process.

Meetings are held Monday
through Friday, at 12 noon. John
Euen, a current staff member and
former resident of the Mission, serves
as the group’s facilitator. The public
is invited. If you are interested, please
call John Euen at 733-5120.

Electronic Funds Transfer lets

you contribute to Lighthouse

Mission Ministries without

writing checks. Call Susan

Sutton at the Mission office at

(360) 671-1562 and ask for a

Bank Transfer form. Return it

to us and we do the rest. You

can change this arrangement

at any time.

NEW Giving Convenience



As A Remembrance…
When the time comes to honor a loved one, why not
remember those who are in need.  A monetary gift to
the Lighthouse Mission in memory  of your loved
one is an especially appropriate way to do this. We
would be happy to send a card of notification to the
family if requested.

April - Ma y Memorials

Maxine Baklund
Vernon Brown
Thomas B. “Gabe” Carman
Howard James (Jim) Dager, Jr.
Stephen Scott Davis
Raymond DeBoer
Bernard Deeter
Walter David Gunderson
Robin William Hays
Margaret N. Hendricks
LaVera Huntley

Board of Directors
~ President ~

Henry Holleman

~ Vice Preside n t ~

Vince Davis

~ Secretar y ~

Gary Haveman

~  Treasurer ~

Ward Hughes

~ Board Members ~

Norm Barker

Carol Bezona

Del Bozman

Paul DeMerchant

Rex Dudley

Ralph Lautenbach

James McClure

Ralph Visser

Frank Vogel, Jr.

Brendan Walter

~ Executive Director  ~

Rev. Al Archer

William McNeill
Eugene McWilliams
John Edward Miller
R. Glenn Mitchell
Norma Price
Sandra Rhea
Sharon Schweigert
Jessica E. Silver
Gladys M. Spieckerman
Arnold Tiersma

On Saturday, May 24, 2003 a bake sale was held
on Cornwall Avenue by four local  teen-age girls to
benefit the Mission’s New Life Center.

They sold cakes, cupcakes and cookies to those
who came to watch the “Ski to Sea” parade. “Cupcakes
with sprinkles were the fastest selling item on the table,”
one girl commented.

They heard about the matching funds program that
the Bellingham Rotary Club is sponsoring and wanted
to help. They priced their tasty treasures “by donation”
and raised a total of $155.00.

The girls did all the work and had a great time.
They pooled their ingredients and baking pans and had
a baking party Friday night.

Saturday they met early to set up. Some had to
walk several blocks carrying their load because street
blockades prevented getting closer with a car. It didn’t
take long after displaying their wares to catch the
interest of folks and “tickle their tummies” with delight.

A bake sale for the New Life Center

Emily Schick, Kelsey Langille, Sarah Furler
and Scarlet Ponder selling their goodies.
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www.thelighthousemission.org


