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He was sitting alone on the
sidewalk – his head upon his knees

He said, “Oh someone help me
– please help me please”
“I have no food, I have no bed –
no place to rest my weary head.”

He’d had some money – he’d
thrown it away,
He never thought of saving for a
rainy day.

Now he’s older, his money spent
– and no idea of where it went.

And then he felt a gently touch
and lifted his head to see –
And heard a voice softly say,
“Arise my brother and come with
me”

He took him to the Mission –
They saw that he was fed, and

when nite time came – he was warm
and had a bed and friends.

When he awoke next morning –
He felt relaxed and proud –

And he turned to all the
Mission workers (and he said this
nice and loud)

“You’ve done so much for
people, its plain for all to see, and
I want to do for others as you have
done for me”

By Rose Young

Jacob had drug and alcohol problems since his teen years.  He was what is
commonly called a functioning addict.  A year before getting sick, he decided to
make a change in his life. He moved away from his old friends and quit the

substance abuse.
Jacob doesn’t believe that he will  ever

relapse, but he is getting some definite
treatment while  at the Mission to help him
stay clean.

In 2003 Jacob was diagnosed with a
long-term, severe heart condition which led
to two surgeries and months in the hospital.
Jacob was able to stay with some family
members for a while but they weren’t able
to provide the care that he needed.

Unable to work, or live on his own, he
went to a social worker with his problem.
He was told, “You can go to the Mission
or you can live under a bridge.”  He moved

into the Mission.
Jacob is no slacker so it wasn’t long before he began helping around the

Mission. Next, he enrolled in school and within three weeks received his GED.
This was only the beginning.  With the help of a small Pell Grant  Jacob is taking
business administration classes as well as tutoring math and basic education
through the work study program at Whatcom Community College. Two of his
math students are also Mission guests.

Coming to the Mission has inspired Jacob, “The Mission has redefined my
goals.  After completing community college I would like to go to Western (WWU)
and pursue teaching or social work. I hope to inspire others. No matter what the
issues are they can obtain goals.”

“You can go to the Mission or live under a bridge”
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Your Prayerful Support Has
Provided These Services

2004

Just a thought............

Ron Buchinski
Executive Director

TOTAL BEDS 31,297

TOTAL MEALS 105,688

January 2005

TOTAL BEDS 2,440

TOTAL MEALS 7,603

Remember Ann

Landers?  I read her

column for years
and I even have a

copy of one of her

books.  While we
never saw eye to

eye on everything, I

did enjoy reading her
letters.  In one of her

responses she

defined the Church as a “hospital for sinners, not a
museum for saints.”  I think Ann powerfully “nailed

it” with that answer.

Lighthouse Mission is a hospital for people in
crisis.  Like hospitals we can’t do a lot for “healthy”

people who see no need for hospitalization or won’t
take medication.  Like hospitals we don’t have lots

of sick people hanging around outside who don’t

want to come in.  Hospitals are clean and staffed by
professionals.  Like hospitals, we can tell a guest

what will happen if they don’t address their sickness;

and like hospitals can’t make anyone stay.  Hospitals
never close; and hospitals don’t turn anyone who

wants help away.  Like hospitals, there is often only

one Mission shelter in the community or region.
Unlike hospitals, the Mission doesn’t charge for

our services or bill our guest’s insurance company.

This “hospital for sinners” is like a Church, there is
no Ch_ _ch unless U R (you are) helping us provide

food, shelter, clothing and staffing for those we serve.

We need all the goodwill, support and volunteers we
can muster to keep these doors open.

Thanks for helping us keep the light on at the

Lighthouse.

You are invited to an

OPEN HOUSE

 to see the completed

 New Life Center

March 15, 2005

1:00 - 6:30 PM

923 West Holly Street

Bellingham
(across the street from the Mission)

Hospit al or Museum?



Yes, Ron, here is my gift of $ to help the poor this spring.

Name:_______________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________

City/State/Zip: _______________________________________

Please accept my credit card donation: (please print)

Card type Card number Exp. Date:   /

o Send me some information about donating via Electronic Funds Transfer.

o  I am interested in learning more about including the Mission in my will.  Please send me some information.

Your gifts will make a difference in changing people’s lives.

Fed. Tax ID # 91-0659437   Lighthouse Mission Ministries    P.O. Box 548  Bellingham WA 98227  (360) 733- 5120

HERE IS MY GIFT FOR THOSE WHO ARE COLD & HUNGR Y!

         NLE5

In Concert
for

Local Homeless Relief

March 20, 2005, 7 PM

at
Hope In Christ Chruch
(at the corner of James & Sunset

in Bellingham)

A love offering will be taken.
Refreshements at 6:15 PM

Please join us for an evening of
wonderful fellowship and music

to benefit Lighthouse Mission

MANY OF OUR NEIGHBORS HAD DIRT
FLOORS AND PALM BARK ROOFS!

Joan and I, along with our three
children, learned first hand about
hunger, poverty and a lack of basic
medical care, during 10 memorable
and wonderful years in the Central
Plateau of Haiti. We constantly
worked towards appropriate ways
to help them, without developing
unhealthy dependancies on foreign
money. Less than half of the adults
could even read. Yet, they taught
us many things! For instance...

“AN EMPTY SACK WON’T
STAND UP!” This was one of their
many Haitian proverbs, which
came out in Creole as, “Sak vid pa
kanpe!” You see, a full sack of rice
can indeed stand up where you put
it, but an empty sack falls uselessly
to the floor. Every Haitian knows
the meaning of this proverb! A
person with an empty stomach
won’t stand by (or stick around) to
hear what you have to say!

This was a powerful, practical
truth for us as Christian
missionaries, who wanted our

Haitian friends to know Jesus Christ,
who is the eternal Bread of Life!
And yet ... in order to be credible in
their eyes and to earn the right to
be heard, we had to care about their
physical hunger first!

With the privilege of that
background, I count it a real joy to
serve on the Lighthouse Mission
Ministries Board.  This is a ministry
which cares about both the physical
and the spiritual hunger of people,
and about their well-being this very
day, and also for eternity.

Please keep praying and giving
and sharing in this ministry, so more
“empty sacks” can be filled, first
with daily bread, and then with the
Living Bread!

Rev.   Paul
DeMerchant is
Lighthouse Mission
Ministries Board
Secretary.  Paul is
Pastor of Light and
Life Fellowship on
Dana Road  near I-5
and Northwest
Avenue



Cynthia Irene Bajema
Catherine “Katy” Cook
Sean Donovan
Jake Dykstra
Mary & Joseph Falcioni
Pearl Hess
Karen G. Hester
Jimmy Holtrop
Anne Kamrar
Dudley Key
Lloyd Luke
Harry Maxfield
Allen William McNeill
Dottie Nucholls
Lucille E. Olson
Mildred Oordt
Rebecca Owings
Angela Sue Parberry
Marge Pederson
Albert (Bert) Walter Powell
Vivian Viola Rade
Claudette Ramerman
Bernice Segaar
Sandra VanDuisen
Larry VanEgdom
Imogene Whiteley

When the time comes to honor a loved one, why not remember
those who are in need.  A monetary gift to the Lighthouse Mission
in memory  of your loved one is an  appropriate way to do this.
We will send a card of notification to the family if requested.

November 2004 - January 2005 In Memory Of/In Honor Of

Ron Buchinski, Executive Director
910 W Holly Street
PO Box 548
Bellingham  WA  98227
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Board of Directors

President

Gary Haveman

Vice President

David C. Cottingham

Secretary

Paul DeMerchant

Tr easurer

Norm Barker

Del Bosman

Ralph Lautenbach

James McClure

Mary Beth Neal

Ralph Visser

Frank Vogel, Jr.

Executive Director

Ron Buchinski

The Lighthouse Mission is a privately funded
Christian ministry. It receives no government funding.

Michael & Eugenia Wolf

Honors
Barbara & Natasha
Burton Family
Luanne Cranefield
Mike Dupuis
Annette Gardiner
Colleen Hall
Florence Hughes
Chet Kenoyer
Alice Kley
Carrie Loeb
Melva Mathieu
Al Needler
Jan & Ed Savage
Gunhilde Tucker
Chris Weitzel
Richard O. White
Jen Young
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