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For the glory of God,

Lighthouse Mission

Ministries desires to

minister to needy men,

women, and children

through the provision of

compassionate resources

and services in the Name

of Jesus Christ.
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MEALS PROVIDED

The Mission 9,084

Agape Women’s Home 2,268

Community Meals 7,761

Total Meals 19,113

B e c a u s e  Yo u  C a r e
January - February 2009

For  more  in format ion

please contact us at:

Lighthouse Mission Ministries

PO Box 548

910 West Holly Street

Bellingham,  WA 98227-0548

360-733-5120

or visit our websites at

www.NewAgapeHome.com

Serving meals this
Easter...

Every day Lighthouse Mission Ministries

serves three nourishing meals to people

who are homeless and in need; this

amounts to about 350 meals being

served daily.

Lighthouse Mission

is the only

organization in

Whatcom County

which provides

meals at this

capacity. We are

thankful that the

majority of the food

that we serve is

graciously donated by local businesses

and community members; the Mission

relies on these donations in order to meet

the growing needs of the people in our

community.

We are especially pleased to have the

opportunity to serve a special Easter

dinner. As we celebrate Jesus’

resurrection this Easter, it is comforting to

know that everyone in need has a place

to enjoy that special meal. More

importantly, they will be able to

experience love and hope, which are at

the heart of the Easter Season.

It all starts with a meal.  Many people

are unaware of it when they walk in,

but they are quick to notice the

loving atmosphere.  We delight in

serving basic needs, such as food,

clothing, and shelter; however, we

rejoice in sharing hope and

unconditional love. So, this Easter

as we dish out the ham, potatoes,

and vegetables, it is our prayer that

our guests will encounter real

changes in their hearts and in their

lives - changes that will last,

changes that are real, changes that

only God can make possible.

Thank you for your support- without

you,  we could not serve people who

are homeless. You play a vital role in

the everyday activities of Lighthouse

Mission Ministries! May you have a

blessed Easter with your family.

Agape Housewarming!
If there is any reason to have a

party, the opening of Agape Home

is it!  Lighthouse Mission Ministries

will be hosting an Agape Home

Housewarming Party on May 14

from 11a.m. to 5p.m. - and you

are invited!

And every day!

Turn to the next page to see how

you can help Agape Home!

BEDS PROVIDED

The Mission 5,543

New Life Program 405

Agape Women’s Home 756

Total Beds 6,704www.TheLighthouseMission.org
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“As a mother comforts

her child, so will I

comfort you.”
Isaiah 66:13

Agape Housewarming Gifts!

Give a gift where it’s needed most— help provide a

warm bed or other furnishings for a

homeless woman or child.

With 24 rooms, there is a huge

need for beds, mattresses, and

other furnishings.  This  is a big

expense; we need your help!

Consider working with your church,

small group, Bible study, office, or team; everyone can

chip in to raise money for furniture! These gifts can  be

given in honor of a special person in your life!

Take a look at our Gift Catalog which is included in this

newsletter, it is also online under the Catalog of

Needs tab. Look to see how you can help us furnish

the Agape Home today!

w w w. N e w A g a p e H o m e . c o m /

CatalogPage.html

I am able to provide for my

daughter.  Things can get

better if you just talk to God,

He is always listening.  If you

are wondering where my

mother is, she is staying clean and providing a roof over

my little brother’s head.  We are closer than ever now.

So just remember, things can get better, and God is with

you to help you along the way if you just trust Him.

Have you thought about how you

are going to honor your mom this

Mother’s Day?

Honor your mother by giving a

Memorial or Tribute gift in her name.  A Mother’s Day

Memorial/ Tribute card has been included in this

newsletter. If you would like to make your gift  In

Memory Of or as  A Tribute to your mother or a

special woman in your life, just fill out the card and

include it with your donation.

A Gift for Mom...

I just want to be heard.

This is for all those single

mothers out there that

are going through hard

times and think their lives

can’t get any better.

My life has not been all

that great. I had the best

mom in the world, she

took care of me and my

siblings to the best of her ability, but she struggled

a lot. When I was 7 my mother broke up with my

father and met a new guy, and our relationship

went downhill from there. She started to use meth

as her drug of choice.  She then got pregnant with

my younger brother, stayed with his father and

continued to use meth. If anyone has ever used

any drug, you know how it takes over your life.  My

mother stopped caring for us and it seemed like

she didn’t care about anything besides her habit.

When I was 12, we had moved about 10 times,

never knowing if we would have food on the table.

And to top it off, my dad left one day and never

came back.  I am 19 now and have been on my

own since the age of sixteen. I am a teen mother

of my beautiful 17 month old daughter.

My daughter’s dad and I had domestic violence

problems the three years we were together. I

guess everyone is wonders why I would stay with

him when he abuses me. Well, my mom had been

through domestic violence with my younger

brother’s dad and I guess I followed in her

footsteps.  I didn’t know how to deal with it

because I was around it so much, and it was

normal to me.

I had been staying with my daughter’s dad when

we got evicted.  Then, when she turned six months

old, he left us.  I was couch surfing for about five

months after that happened.  Just when I thought

my life couldn’t get any better, God walked into my

life and answered my prayers.  I got into the Agape

Home, and asked God to protect me and my

daughter.

After about four weeks of staying at the Agape

Home, I have gotten a job, am going to school, and

*writer not pictured here

Happy Mother’s Day!Happy Mother’s Day!Happy Mother’s Day!Happy Mother’s Day!Happy Mother’s Day!

THINGS CAN GET BETTER!THINGS CAN GET BETTER!THINGS CAN GET BETTER!THINGS CAN GET BETTER!THINGS CAN GET BETTER!
A true-life story of an  Agape Home mother



Yes Ron, you can count on me to help those in need during this spring season and throughout the year.

Here is my gift of:

Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Please accept my credit card donation: (please print)

Card Type Exp. Date /

Account #

         I am interested in learning about including Lighthouse Mission Foundation in my estate planning.

Fed. Tax ID # 91-0659437  Lighthouse Mission Ministries ~ PO Box 548, Bellingham, WA 98227 ~ (360) 733-5120

All donor information is confidential. All gifts are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.
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Ronald Buchinski, Executive Director

rbuchinski@yahoo.com
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On March 2, Pat and I observed our 25th year together in

“full-time” ministry.  I  finished my degree requirements at

Appalachian Bible College (www.abc.edu) in December

1983, then the church where I served as a Youth Pastor

(Emanuel Baptist in Fayetteville, West Virginia) ordained

me on March 2, 1984.  June 1, 1984  we started our first

pastorate in Ohio.  Three quick years later Reverand David

Sanders took a chance on me at the mission in Utica, New

York and I've worked with rescue missions ever since.  Pat

spent 6 years at an inner-city soup kitchen before joining

the mission team, but we were able to work closely

together there too.

The biggest struggle I ever had was making the decision to

leave church ministry for rescue mission work.  Over the

years I've served five interim-pastorates; and have either

preached or done mission presentations for a few hundred

churches or groups.  God has been faithful to give me the

desires of my heart.  Pat has also become a capable

speaker and gets as many requests to speak as I do -

maybe more.

So, what does this old “war horse” have to offer our faithful

friends on this anniversary?  I'll share few things that stand

out to me:

•Warren Wiersbe has said it well: “The heart of the problem

is the problem of the heart.”  Many people we serve daily

are their biggest problem – wherever they go, there they

are!  This excites me because with God's help their

problem is curable.  Change is possible; and Missions are

used to change lives.  We settle for nothing less.

•God has a heart for the poor.  Over and over again the

Scriptures point out the need for us to be personally

responsible and also help the less fortunate.   I believe gifts

freely given are unto the Lord....and He blesses them.

•Mission work is life and death, literally.  I have seen scores

of people walk out the doors over the years, never to return.

This saddens and motivates our team and board of directors.

•Missions serve cities and regions as their “church.”  Many

families, pastors and politicians in communities have called

me over the years too ashamed to share with anyone their

personal pain, but trusting the Mission.  We were there for

them and able to help.

•People are homeless for a reason.  Too many publicly

funded programs deal with everything but the real problem.

People are homeless for a reason and it is not usually a lack

of money.

•Lastly, I have learned that missions are as good as the

people around them.  Pat, our board of directors, our staff, our

supporters, Haven of Hope Society, our prayer partners, our

Foundation, my church family (Good News Fellowship)

– thanks to each of you.  Teamwork makes the dream work

and all of you are invaluable and essential to Lighthouse

Mission Ministries.

If everyone donates a thread we'll have a blanket.  Around

Mother's Day our new shelter for mothers and their children

will have a Housewarming.  We need furniture for 24 rooms.

Would you generously give a bed, mattress, dresser, or chair

to help a homeless child or mom turn their life around?  We

need your help and greatly appreciate your support of these

final steps to opening the new shelter.  Call or visit our

website to help.
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Albert L. Florence

Art Picollo

Aunt Marie Kegley

Betty Martin

Cliff Olds

Dena Kroeze

Esther Erickson

Georgia Leigh

Gerald (Jim) VanDiest

Glenn Hindman

Hank Lauzon

Herb Vaniman

Howard A. Johnson

Ian Beer

Imogene Severns

Irv Pederson Jr.

John Aubert

Kailey Walter

Lois Raymond Mead

Marlyn Lamb

Martha Barnhart

Maxine Kraft

Noel M. Norton

Mayonnaise
Coffee

Butter/Margarine
Pancake Syrup

Sugar
Tea Bags

Bleach

Pick up extra . . .

 Sign up for an

e-newsletter!

We are in the process of sending out

e-newsletters as a way to keep you

up-to-date on the Mission’s work and

upcoming events. If you would like to

receive these e-newsletters, email

rachelt@thelighthousemission.org

with the subject line e-newsletter, as

well as your name, then your email

will be added to the list! If you change

your mind, there is an opt-out option

at the bottom of every email you

receive from us.
Are you between the ages of 18 and 30

and interested in helping the Mission?

Lighthouse Mission is planning to

start a Young Adult Auxiliary group as a

way to get young people involved in the

ministry, get fresh perspective, and

fundraising ideas. The group will meet

once a month as a way to support the

Mission. It will be an overall good time of

fellowship, food, and fundraising.

For more information contact Rachel

Tinnell at (360) 671-1562,

rachelt@thelighthousemission.org.

Young Adult Auxiliary

Pearl Gitts

Peggy Trott

Rena Heeringa

Ross Massey

Steve Poteet

Tuenis Bode

Viola Lutz

Emmett Meehan

Laurie Clothier

Loma Lull

Janine Lee Burton

Robert & Barbara Pattee

Sharleen Wilson

Steve Furno

A Tribute to:A Tribute to:A Tribute to:A Tribute to:A Tribute to:

It’s a

Housew
arming

...


