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The Agape Home for women and
children, located at 2300 Yew Street
Road, is an extension of Lighthouse
Mission Ministries. It is dedicated to
providing shelter and security for 16
homeless women and children in their
time of crisis.

The Home was established in 1973
and has been in its present location since
1993. The Home is unique in that it is

Agape Home - 30 years of providing
safe shelter for women and children

the only women’s residence in Whatcom
County that operates as an emergency
shelter day or  night.

There are many reasons for women
being homeless. Some were evicted
with no money for rent. Others had bro-
ken relationships or substance abuse
issues. Perhaps they moved here to try
to get a fresh start.

While at the Home, each resident
is responsible for preparing her own
breakfast and lunch. The evening meal
is family style.

Every  woman is assigned a daily
chore not only to maintain the Home
but also to enforce responsibility and
structure to their lives.

Staff members are on duty around
the clock. Our entire staff is made up

of Christian women; two are resident
staff and four are from the community.

Gloria studies with a resident

Two of the staff, Gloria Leque and
Iris Cola,  are currently teaching classes
on Tuesday and Thursday evenings.

Volunteers play an important role at
Agape Home. Youth groups have come
in to paint, do yard work and help with
babysitting during residents’ classes.

Two very important classes that are
taught by volunteers will resume soon.
They are a parenting class taught by Greg
Bormuth of Trinity Lutheran Church, and
a children’s Bible class taught by Bob
Vance of Child Evangelism Fellowship.

Whatever the reason a woman finds
herself in need of shelter, we try to meet
that need and help her move on to a
stable and happy future.



From

the

Director

BEDS PROVIDED

The Mission  18,426

Agape Women’s Home 3,761

Total Beds 22,187

MEALS PROVIDED

The Mission 44,227

Agape Women’s Home 11,283

Community Meals 24,881

Total Meals 80,391

Your Prayerful Support Made This Possible
January - August 2003

One of the things that our staff takes great joy in is
seeing people take the opportunity, while being at the
Lighthouse Mission, to change their lives.  Often we
see people come here who have no intention of
changing the situation that brought them to the Mission.
We know most people don’t want to make changes in
their lives.

What they want to do is buy time so they can
continue their non-productive behavior.  Here is how
these people are treated at the Mission: they are given
a bed, food to eat, counseling, friendship and love.

On the other hand, when a person comes here and
tells us that he needs a place to stay and he wants to
change his life while he is here, this is what we do for
him: he is given a bed, food to eat, counseling, friendship
and love.

We just never know what will happen with a person
who comes to the Mission.  Jim came to the Mission
on two occasions and the first time he left before he
was ready.  He took some positive steps, but he left
too soon.  He soon began drinking and he watched his
world fall apart again.  He came back to the Mission
again in need of help.

We learned that Jim drank his way out of college,
a marriage and into fourteen alcoholism treatment
centers in the past.  On the second visit to the Mission,
Jim put it together.  It took the Mission staff, a church
and its staff, counselors, friends and a lot of good people
but Jim has arrived.

In a conversation with Jim today, I called him a
miracle of God’s grace.  Jim has now been sober four
years, a church member for four years and a Mission
staff member for three and one-half years.

Today Jim offers the same message of hope to
new arrivals that was handed to him when he came
here that day.

Holidays at Agape

Whether it is someone’s birthday, or the Thanksgiving
or Christmas holidays, it is a special time at the Agape
Home.

There is a family atmosphere there with everyone
pitching in and cooking their favorite holiday food. Many
of the women have such fond memories of their time at
Agape that they come back to spend the holidays there
with the new residents.

Thanksgiving  might seem like a long ways away, but
around here the planning begins early.
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YES,  AL! Here is my my special gift of

$ __________  to help this fall.

“I found that there was a place where the
doors were open and all were welcomed”

Adversity is like a thief in the
night. It comes without warning, and
changes your life in an instant! This
past spring that’s what happened to my
family and me. The road we were
forced to travel was dim, and we were
facing uncertainty and hungry for a
better way of life.

Upon coming to the Lighthouse
Mission, we found hope, and we were
well fed with the word of God! We
were filled.

Since being here at the Mission I

have been embraced with understand-
ing, concern and the love of God. The
staff and other personnel have been
truly great in helping with resources,
goal planning and other means of as-
sistance. The Lighthouse Mission has
given me the opportunity to regain life,
through the word of God. I have em-
ployment and stable housing is very
near. Hope has been restored

I must say that through all the
troubles we faced and endured, I did
not feel confident about our future.

Then, I found that there was a place
where the doors were open and all
were welcomed. The Lighthouse Mis-
sion offered a chance in my life to re-
flect, grow and prosper.

My sincerest thanks go out to all
those who, without prejudice, gave us
guidance. I now know that it was not
by my doing, but by what is written:
“That by His mercy (Jesus Christ) we
are all saved.”

Melody

Melody with her children Brandon, Maya and Myles
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In mid-August, Melody and
her children moved out of the

Mission and into their own home.



As A Remembrance…
When the time comes to honor a loved one, why not
remember those who are in need.  A monetary gift to
the Lighthouse Mission in memory  of your loved
one is an especially appropriate way to do this. We
would be happy to send a card of notification to the
family if requested.

June - August Memorials
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The Whatcom Good Sams
RV Club hosted a shower for the
Agape Home on Wednesday,
June 25th at the Alger Commu-
nity Center.

The members were given a
wish list from the Agape Home.
Then at their monthly potluck and
campout, they presented the items
that they had purchased.

The tables were decorated
with teddy bears from the collec-
tion of Adele Anderson. Each
bear was attached to a gift and
holding an Agape Home flag.

The local chapter of Good Sams
began in 1972 with 50 members. There
are currently about 15 members and
they are truly “Good Samaritans.” Their
current president is Alton Gregor.

Their group might be small but
they have very large hearts and have

Whatcom Good Sams host a shower for Agape Home

Birthday fund, which they give to the
Agape Home each year.

At the June potluck, represen-
tatives from the Agape Home were
Barbara Garcia, the Supervisor, and
Iris Cola, Resident Staff. Iris shared
the history of Agape Home and some
of the reasons why women come
there for help. The club members
asked excellent questions, and it was
very informative.

In 2002, 90 women and 65 chil-
dren stayed at Agape and their av-
erage length of stay was  forty-five
days.  Last year approximately

15,000 meals were provided to those
at the home.

Iris summed up her speech with
the attitude that all the Agape staff are
to manifest towards the residents, ”If
you can’t love yourself, we’re going
to love you in spite of yourself.”

been faithfully helping the needy of
Whatcom County for many years.

Each year at their Christmas party,
everyone brings food and household
items. These are then loaded up and de-
livered to the Mission. They also have a

Iris Cola receives gifts for Agape


